== The Alphabet in Spanish

The alphabet in Spanish has more letters than in English. The English
alphabet has 26 and the Spanish alphabet has 30. In learning the correct

pronunciation of each letter, you will find that you can read anything in Spanish
for the language is very phonetic and follows very definite rules. This, however,
does not mean that you will understand what you read but you can sound like a

native speaker.

Letters Sounds of English Sound Spanish Word
Letters
a ah cot a
bt b bat be
C kors ce (say)
ch ch che
d ST, S0 e
e eh %0
f f, ph efe
g g, h ge
h silent hache
. 1 88 a2 1
j breathy h jota
| k k ka
i 1 ele
11 y elle
m m eme
n n ene
n n ene
0 0 0
P P pe
q ku cu
r a4 . robe ere
IT trilled r not in English erre
S ~ S0 ese
t t toe te
u 00 cool u
v \4 vie ve
W W we doble ve
X ks exit equis
y y yellow 1 griega
Z S suit zeta

" The "t" and "d" are pronounced with the tongue slightly between the teeth and
not behind the teeth. . .
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Pronunciacion

. > .-‘ :
- . : ‘w
. e e, W00

You have probably already noted that there is a very close relationship
between the way Spanish is written and the way it is pronounced. This makes
it relatively easy to learn the basics of Spanish spelling and pronunciation.

Many Spanish sounds, however, do not have an exact equivalent m Eng-
lish, so you should not trust English to be your guide to Spanish pronuncia-
tion. Even words that are spelled the same in both languages are usually

pronounced quite differently. It is important to become so familiar with Span-

ish sounds that you can pronounce them automatically, right from the begin-
ning of your study of the language.

Las vocales (Vowels): a, e, 1, 0, u

Unlike English vowels, which can have many different pronunciations or may
be silent, Spanish vowels are always pronounced, and they are almost always

pronounced in the same way. Spanish vowels are always short and tense. They
are never drawn out with a u or i glide as in English: 1o # low; de # day.

pronounced like the a in father, but short and tense

a: The uh sound or schwa
e: pronounced like the e in they, but without the i glide (which is how most
i: pronounced like the iin machine but short and tense* unstressed vowels are
o: pronounced like the o in home, but without the u glide pronounced in English:
u: pronounced like the u in rule, but short and tense canal, waited, atom)

does not exist in Spanish.

W-N silabas. Pronounce the following Spanish syllables, being careful to
pronounce each vowel with a short, tense sound.

1. mafalatapa 4. mo folo to po 7. sumitesola
2.*mefeletepe- - 6. mufulutupu "~*. 8 setunoyali
3. mifilit pi 6. mifelatudo

*The word y (and) is also pronounced like the letter i.

-

~

I3} Palabras (Words). Pronounce the following words, paying special atten-
Hon to the vowel sounds.

_ hasta tal nada mafiana natural normal fascinante
me qué Pérez Elena rebelde excelente elegante

. si sefiorita permiso terrible imposible timido Ibiza
. yo con cémo noches profesor sefior generoso

uno usted tG mucho Perit Lupe Ursula

E K=} Trabalenguas (Tongue-twister)

Paso1l. Here is a popular nonsense rhyme, the Spanish version of “Eeny,
. meeny, miney, moe.” (Note: The person who corresponds to fue is “it”.) Listen
; as your instructor pronounces it.

mbhwN

Pin, marin

de don Pingiié

clicara, macara

titere, fue.
Paso 2. Now pronounce the vowels clearly as you repeat the rhyme.

SUMNIA IR S0 AT S REV - SH O o @D pot o= o .




